
 

Crop Forecast 

Maha 2016/17  
Vo ð04 

15th  March 2017  

Paddy  

¶ Paddy cultivation progress as at end Febru-

ary 2017 is 540,510 ha; 67% of the target 

(808,579 ha) (Table 1).  

¶ Prevailed drought condition through out the 

season  reduced island wide paddy cultiva-

tion extent (Figure1 and Table 1).  

¶ This cultivation progress is 29% and 26% 

lower when compared with the total sown 

extent of previous Maha season and the aver-

age sown extent of last 3 Maha seasons re-

spectively (Figure 2).  

¶ The reported cultivation extents under irriga-

tion modes of major, minor and rain fed are 

49%, 19% and 32% respectively.  

¶ Total affected area due to drought is 

146,794 ha; 27% of the sown extent. Crop 

damage reported from Northern and East-

ern region where higher where high paddy 

sowing reported (Table 1).  

¶ The expected paddy production based on 

the cultivation progress and considering 

the crop damages as at end February 2017 

would be vary from 1.41 to  1.52 million 

metric tons (Table 1).  

¶ The production forecast is 47% lower when 

compared with the production of last 3 

Maha seasons (Figure 2).  

¶ The expected production of rice in Maha 

2016/17 season would be sufficient for 

household rice consumption only for 4.62 

months  duration (Table 2).  
Figure 2: Paddy: Trend of paddy sown extent and production  in Maha seasons  

Figure 1: Paddy: Monthly cultivation extents (ha) in 2014, 2015 and 2016  
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Rice Availability Situation of Maha 2016/17 Season

Domestic rice production : 2016/17 Maha

Maha 2016/17 paddy production (forecasted production) million mt 1.47

Wastage of paddy (6%) million mt 0.09

Seed paddy requirement for Yala 2017 ( Sown extent Yala 2017* ) Seed paddy 

requirement**)
million mt

0.05

Paddy availability for consumption million mt 1.33

Rice availability for consumption (68% milling ratio) million mt 0.91

Rice consumption/ Requirement /Usage : 2017

Rice per capita consumption Kg/year/person 110.2

Population 2017 number 21,345,086

Total rice requirement year 2017*** million mt 2.35

Rice requirement/ month  mt 196,019

Months can be fed from Maha 2016/17 production 4.62

Assumptions:

Sown extent Yala 2017* - National Food Production Programme Yala 2017 target

Seed paddy requirement** = 102.35Kg/ha

No rice use for animal feed and manufacturing 

Rice requirement for hotels, hospitals and rice based industries are not considered for calculating total rice requirement

Sources:

Rice requirement year 2017*** - Rice per capita consumption - Household Income and Expenditure survey 2009/10 

Population 2017 - Central Bank Report 2015 ( Growth rate 1%)

Other Field Crops  

Figure 3: OFC: Maha 2016/17 season targets and cultivated extent as at end February 2017  
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¶ �&�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�� �R�I�� �D�O�O�� �2�)�&�·�V�� �X�S�� �W�R�� �H�Q�G����
February 2017  is 124,889ha; 80% of the target 

(Table 3).  

¶ When compared with the previous Maha sea-

son, soy bean cultivation shows a remarkable 

increase due to favourable national policies.  

¶ OFC crop cultivation of Northern, North Cen-

tral Province and North Western Province 

were affected to drought and average yield 

also expected to be low.   

¶ �(�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �2�)�&�·�V�� �G�H�S�L�F�W�H�G���L�Q�� �7�D��
ble 3.  

Table 3: OFC: Maha 2016/17 season targets and cultivated extent as at end February 2017  

    

Figure 4: Vegetables : Cultivation share of vegetables  
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